
 

Exhibitions in the New Brewery Arts Gallery 

Top Dog  
2009 - 10 January to 1 March 
 
 
This family-friendly touring exhibition explores the role of 
design for animals and takes a tongue-in-cheek look at our 
pampered pets. Over 20 British makers have been 
commissioned to create new stylish work, ranging from 
kennels and collars, feeding bowls and coats, to bird tables 
and pet shelters. The inspiration comes from domestic pets, 
birds, hedgehogs and even hamsters. 

 
 
 
This lighthearted and appealing exhibition is full of surprises, 
from Andy Hazell’s Dog Memorial designed to contain the ashes 
of your favourite deceased pet, to Green and Blue’s 
contemporary bird balls and Sally Muir’s quirky pet portraits. 
There’s something for everybody. 
 
 
 
 
Don’t miss Resident Makers’ work in this 
exhibition: Louise Parry’s extraordinary 
diamond jewelled collar made for a very 
special cat; and Celestino Valenti who has 
worked his magic and created some 
spectacular decorative cages. 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo Wall of Pets and their Owners  
If a dog is ‘Man’s best friend’ let’s see your best portraits. Yes, 
we know you all have those pictures. Send us a favourite 
photograph of you and your pet and we will exhibit it on our 
Photo Wall of Pets and their Owners. 

 

 

 

Louise Parry 

 

Chris Eckersley 
Bird Houses 

 

Andy Hazell 
Memorial to Laika 

the Space Dog 



 

Charlotte Copping 
pet bowls 

 

Cleo Mussi 
Bird Branch 

 

Love My Dog 
Dog Capes 
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Top Dog will be exhibiting at the Bilston Craft Gallery in the West Midlands from March. 

 

Val Hunt 
Monty - Dog of War 
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Exhibition Link events 
 
 
PET HEAVEN KNITS 
Saturday 17th January  10am - 4pm 
£37 (£35 Friends) 
 
A knitting workshop where you can knit your own -  

·  pet hamster with magnificent hamster house - cleaner, 
quieter and cheaper than the real thing! 

·  pet accessories with Sally Muir and Joanna Osborne, 
authors of Pet Heaven, The Animal Accessory Bible. 

·  colourful rosette as a unique and special reward for your 
efforts 

 
Knitting kits for all three projects can be purchased on the day. 
Suitable for those of any age who can already knit. 
 
 
PET FASHION SHOW 
Saturday 31st Jan 3 - 4pm 
Main gallery 
 
Come and take part in this truly whacky event in the gallery at 
New Brewery Arts. Enjoy real cats on the cat walk, and dogs 
straining on their designer leashes to chase them. See hamsters 
in their contemporary craft houses and stick insects modelling new 
cages. Witness the puppy cradled in the hand-knitted papoose 
and marvel at the invention of the “anti-firework dog balaclava” (as 
seen on Jonathan Ross). Not for the faint hearted. 
 
 
LADY MARGARET’S DOG SHOW 
Saturday 14th Feb  3pm 
Brewery Courtyard 
 
Lady Margaret from the Natural Theatre Company introduces our 
artistic Dog Show with a difference. Come along on the day and 
find out if your dog has any artistic leanings. Can Rover paint, sing 
or maybe even dance? Lady Margaret will be dispensing her 
magnanimous comments and judging with her own impeccable 
taste which of Cirencester’s hounds will be crowned Top Dog.  

 

 



 
Sugar Bizony 

 

Top Dog Exhibition Link Event  
2009 - 10 January to 1 March 
 

Pet Fashion Show 
Saturday, 31 January 2009  
 

Our fabulous pet fashion show on 31st January was a 
great success.  Pets walked their owners along to the 
New Brewery Arts gallery to try out the latest luxury 
dog beds, comfy hats and coats, chic bowls and 
designer houses. 

On the ‘cat’ walk were Olivia Brown woollen dog 
capes, Muir & Osborne balaclavas, collars, coats and 
blankets. 

Lucky pups also had the once in a lifetime opportunity 
to try Donna Wilson toys and Charlotte Copping dog 
bowls. 

The Pet Fashion Show was held in the New Brewery Arts main gallery among exhibits 
showing in our Top Dog exhibition (10 January to 1 March 2009). 

Some of our models on the day are pictured below: 

·  Mabel the King Charles spaniel puppy, handled by 
Miss Rosebud Powell 

·  Mr Chipps the Pug, handled by Jane 
·  Princess Bibi, a petite Chihuahua, handled by Roz 
·  Bertie Bassett, handled by Helen 
·  Olive Bizony, handled by Fiona and Hugo 
·  Sugar Bizony, handled by Gus 
·  Big Figg, handled by Annie 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Gus and Hugo 
with Sugar and Olive 

 

Princess Bibi in bed 



 

Miss Rosebud Powell 
with Mabel 

 

Jane with Mr Chipps 

 

Gus, Olive and Sugar 

 

Princess Bibi in the Puppy Papoose 

 

Princess Bibi and Big Figg 

 

Figg  

 

Pet Fashion Show at      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Do you have an artistic bone in your body? 

 

 

Exhibition Link Event 

Lady Margaret's Dog Show 
Saturday, 14 February 2009  
 

Lady Margaret's Dog Show was staged by 
the Natural Theatre Company in conjunction 
with the Top Dog exhibition showing at New 
Brewery Arts main gallery from 10 January to 
1 March. 
 
Held in Brewery Court, just outside the New 
Brewery Arts building, Lady Margaret from 
the Natural Theatre Company introduced our 
artistic Dog Show with a difference.   
 
Local people brought their dogs along to find 
out if they had any artistic leanings.  While 
the pups painted, Lady Margaret dispensed 
her magnanimous comments and judged 
with her own impeccable taste which of 
Cirencester’s hounds was to be our Top Dog. 
 
 

 

Thanks to everyone who took part, 
including: 
 
Archie and Carolyn 
Lily and Sally 
Pickle and Graham 
India and Gwyneth 
Woody and Rob 
Gizmo and Diane 
Murphy and Jed Haydee and Marcel 
Pipin and Ali 
Olive and Hugo 
Sugar and Gus 
Bertie and Helen 
Solo and Rosemary 
Figg and Bob 

 
 
 

Photographs courtesy 
of Alma Haser  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

meet interesting people… 

 

play to the crowd. 

 

put your best paw forward… 

 
Lady Margaret's Dog Show 
Saturday, 14 February 2009  
Photographs courtesy of Alma Haser 
 
Lady Margaret’s Dog Show is a chance to: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

make new friends… 

 

size up the opposition… 



 

 

We can’t wait to get started! 

 

I need help. 

 

We need inspiration. 

 

This is no time to paws. 

 
Lady Margaret's Dog Show 
Saturday, 14 February 2009  
Photographs courtesy of Alma Haser 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I’m a natural! 



 

 

I see you brought your own paintbrush. 

I’m green with envy. 

 

I’m all white. 

 

Shouldn’t that be CAT walk? 

 

You’re my Top Dog! 

 
Lady Margaret's Dog Show 
Saturday, 14 February 2009  
Photographs courtesy of Alma Haser 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Winner of the Lookalike 
 competition 

 

 

Well done! 

 

 

You’re a bit young… 

 

…but your style is well developed. 

 

We are all winners. 

 
Lady Margaret's Dog Show 
Saturday, 14 February 2009  
Photographs courtesy of Alma Haser 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Don’t know - but I’ll give it a go. 

 

 
Lady Margaret's Dog Show 
Saturday, 14 February 2009  
Photographs courtesy of Alma Haser 
 
 
 
 

Ralph Oswick, Artistic Director of the  
Natural Theatre Company, said: 
 
What a woofing success!  The 
participants were really charming, plus 
there were quite a few onlookers -  
including a few hoodie types who 
stayed to the end and laughed after 
initially giving me suspicious glares.  
 
Thanks for having us...lovely cake and 
a nice creative buzz to the whole 
place! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Natural Theatre Company 
Widcombe Institute 
Widcombe Hill 
Bath 
BA2 6AA 
 
Tel: 01225 469131 
 
email: ralph@naturaltheatre.co.uk 
web: www.naturaltheatre.co.uk 
 

 
 

 

Could you be the new Munch? 



Top Dog 
19 January 2009 - 1 March 2009 

 
New Brewery Arts  
Main Gallery 
 
Visitor Comments 
 
Brilliant.  Lots of imaginative ideas used to create a super range of items. 
 
FANTASTIC! 
 
My favourite is the Irish Setter. 
 
LOVE IT – WHERE DO YOU BUY THESE? 
 
Fabulous Exhibition. 
 
Interesting collection.  Quirky! 
 
Well done!  A wonderful exhibition for all ages.  We liked the seating and hooks.  Varied, vibrant and 
positive, without being banal.  Presentation very good. 
 
The dogs on the boards are very cute! 
 
We love the exhibition.  Especially the recycled element.  Really love what Val Hunt does.  All great 
fun. 
 
Well worth drive – loved the show. 
 
What fun!  Loved it! 
 
Lovely, fun exhibition. 
 
A joy to visit. 
 
Lovely idea for a show.  Loved the small-mammal blankets. 
 
Truly inspirational. 
 
Wonderfully captured expressions!  Fabulous!! 
 
Awesome. 
 
Mad – excentric – Bonkers.  Love it! 
 
Very good dog portraits. 
 
Loved the exhibitions!  Please keep me up-to-date with tour. 
 
Very different.  Great.  Let’s have another. 
 
I love this exhibition as it reflects all sorts of animals I am very fond of expecially the DOG. 
 



Beautiful things everywhere!  Wish I could do such amazing Art!  Thank you! Xx 
 
Such amazing art!  Wow!!!  Love the dogs!  Thanks! 
 
I loved it all and how everything is made.  I could dry my glasses on the heater when I was looking 
around! 
 
Huge fun. 
 
Love your work so nice to see something different. 
 
Interesting and creative work – and the portraits (Sally Muir) are great – so much life, character and 
personality into such a small frame! 
 
Louise has been tremendously helpful and informative. 
 
Fab and dog show brill! 
 
I won dog contest. 
 
Best exhib. I have ever seen in here.  Practical and fun, clever too. 
 
Love the zip up nesting boxes – bonkers and fun. 
 
2nd visit – very enjoyable. 
 
Very cute and practical. 
 
Creative designs : it would be interesting to see an artistic collection on pets. 
 
This exhibition made me laugh. 
 
Thank you!  VERY good!  Liked the WIRE ANIMALS! 
 
Very imaginative!  Practical and appealing at the same time. 
 
Ever more to smile about on this lovely sunny spring day!  Thanks! 
 
Very good and funny.  Loved it. 
 
Glad we managed to get here before the exhibition finished!  Fantastic. 
 
2nd visit – much appreciated. 
 
Fabulous exhibition! 
 
Love the knitted guinea pigs!!  The mummified animals made out of recycled materials are pretty cool. 
 
Fascinating and inspiring. 
 
The best, satisfying and wonderfully delightful. 
 
All good exhibitions need info. on ARTISTS!  Couldn’t find anything about Tom Hare… 
 
Just loved this exhibition –  … to make us smile – The knitted pet toys are gorgeous! 
 


